
From: Janet Gunter
To: Meer, Daniel
Cc: Ryerson.Teddy; Helmlinger, Andrew; lisa.pinto@mail.house.gov; elise.swanson@mail.house.gov;

hamilton.cloud@mail.house.gov; maurice_lyles@boxer.senate.gov; michael_davies@feinstein.senate.gov;
michael.picker@gov.ca.gov; MrEnvirlaw@sbcglobal.net; bea@ce.berkeley.edu; kitf@rpv.com; DIAMOND, JANE;
Zito, Kelly; Lawrence, Kathryn; Maier, Brent

Subject: Re: EPA ACTION "RANCHO LPG"
Date: Thursday, May 09, 2013 6:18:36 PM

Hello Mr. Meer-
   Thank you for your prompt reply.  As you can probably guess, there has been incredible frustration
endured by our homeowners in attempting to bring attention to this extremely hazardous site.  Our
quest to bring assurance of public safety to this particular facility has extended through four decades.
Every decade has brought with it a significantly elevated opportunity of disaster from earthquake,
terrorism, human error or infrastructure failure. 
  The adjacent citizens of San Bruno, Fukushima, Richmond, the Gulf, and now West, Texas were
basically clueless about their risk potential.  San Pedro homeowners have known the jeopardy of this
massive LPG facility and have pleaded with government and regulators to intervene.  We are extremely
grateful to finally have the EPA act now in the interest of public safety.  
  We are hopeful that your investigation will provide the necessary action to remove the impending
threat before disaster strikes.
  Most sincerely,
   Janet Gunter

PS. Just an fyi.  * In reviewing the criteria under General Duty, there is discussion of change in
operation.  It is important to note that Petrolane/Amerigas/Rancho LPG as a business.. conducted over
68% of their commodity's transport by sea for 30 years. That ocean transport was the mainstay of their
operation with the ability to move 7 million gallons of butane and/or propane gas in a single ship move.
 The Port of LA cancelled their pipeline lease to a wharf in the inner harbor in 2004. That produced a
major shift in their LPG business operation to transportation of ALL gas... by rail and truck.  It appears
that this entirely new business should have required a new EIR process. This fact may impact their
General Duty.

-----Original Message-----
From: Meer, Daniel <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>
To: arriane5 <arriane5@aol.com>
Cc: Ryerson.Teddy <Ryerson.Teddy@epa.gov>; Helmlinger, Andrew <Helmlinger.Andrew@epa.gov>;
lisa.pinto <lisa.pinto@mail.house.gov>; elise.swanson <elise.swanson@mail.house.gov>; hamilton.cloud
<hamilton.cloud@mail.house.gov>; maurice_lyles <maurice_lyles@boxer.senate.gov>; michael_davies
<michael_davies@feinstein.senate.gov>; michael.picker <michael.picker@gov.ca.gov>; MrEnvirlaw
<MrEnvirlaw@sbcglobal.net>; bea <bea@ce.berkeley.edu>; kitf <kitf@rpv.com>; DIAMOND, JANE
<Diamond.Jane@epa.gov>; Zito, Kelly <ZITO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>; Lawrence, Kathryn
<Lawrence.Kathryn@epa.gov>; Maier, Brent <Maier.Brent@epa.gov>
Sent: Thu, May 9, 2013 3:42 pm
Subject: EPA ACTION "RANCHO LPG"

Dear Ms Gunter:
 

            Thank you for your letter of May 8, 2013 and the attachments,
regarding the Rancho LPG facility in San Pedro, California.  As you
know, U.S. EPA is currently engaged in an investigation of the Rancho
LPG facility and consequently we are not in a position to discuss the
details of that investigation beyond what has been made publically
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available.
 

            U.S. EPA intends to use all appropriate tools to bring the
Rancho LPG facility into regulatory compliance within applicable federal
environmental laws. 
 

Sincerely,
 

Daniel Meer
Assistant Director
Superfund Division
Pacific Southwest Region
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
415.972.3132
meer.daniel@epa.gov 
 

mailto:meer.daniel@epa.gov

